NSA : Two decades of inaction in Australia is long enough, says Age Discrimination Commissioner!!

Calls for national consistency in laws governing enduring power of attorney have been renewed, eight years
after they were proposed by NSA as being crucial in the fight against elder abuse. In 2016, NSA
recommended to the Australian Law Reform Commission that the laws be strengthened and made
consistent with other states. The reform would help minimise financial loss in later life, which can be
devastating because older people often don’t have the means to make up the loss. Unfortunately, people
don’t always seek help and identifying abuse can be hard. It can go unreported as it happens in the privacy
of homes, and by people in position of trust. Now, the recently appointed Age Discrimination Commissioner,
Robert Fitzgerald, is urging the government to act to achieve consistency. NSA congratulates Mr. Fitzgerald
on advocating for this important reform by bringing it to the attention of the public and governments. His
support follows the release of a report that found significant gaps in Australian’s knowledge about it’s rights
and responsibilities around the legal document, which is exacerbating the risk of financial elder abuse.

An enduring power of attorney allows a person to appoint someone else to make financial and legal
decisions on their behalf, including if they become unable to do so in the future due to illness, cognitive
decline or other circumstances. The Commissioners report, Empowering Futures, surveyed more than 3000
adult Australians to understand current levels of awareness and use of these legal documents and what
Australians did or didn’t know about enduring powers of attorney. The commission found enduring
documents are widely valued for providing peace of mind and for empowering people to take control of
how future decisions affecting their lives will be made, however:

*There is limited awareness about them

*Most Australians (87%) have not set one up for themselves.

The research found critical gaps in peoples knowledge and understanding about how enduring powers of
attorney should work, which leaves them vulnerable to potential abuse. Older people, especially, face being
exploited by misuse of these documents, whether from ill-intend or ignorance. While many were aware that
things could go wrong , few are equipped to take the necessary steps to protect themselves. The report
recommended federal and state governments prioritise the creation of nationally consistent financial
enduring power of attorney laws and establish a national register. It also recommends: Raise community
awareness about these legal documents and the value of having one in place.

Develop and deliver national educational materials, such as a dedicated website and training course.

“All Australians, regardless of age or ability, have the right to live with dignity, security, autonomy, and
control over their lives and wellbeing,” Mr. Fitzgerald said. “An enduring power of attorney is a critical
option to give people the control, but most Australians know very little about it. If people do not
understand their rights and responsibilities, it can drive to misuse and abuse”. The Commissioner
acknowledged the long and difficult history of support for reforming the nations power of attorney rights.
“Two decades of inaction in Australia is enough. The time to act is now,” he said.

Among the reports other key findings: Only half of people with an enduring power of attorney (52%) sought
professional advice before creating one, and just a quarter (25%) of those currently acting as appointed
decision makers felt they understood their responsibilities very well when they started their role’
Concerningly, nearly 37% had granted an enduring power of attorney to someone who showed
characteristics identified as risk factors for perpetrating elder abuse.

Very few Australians (6%) felt they knew a lot about financial enduring powers of attorney, while more than
35% felt they knew nothing despite some of them being involved in the process in some way.

Australians overwhelmingly (85%) agreed more education was needed on financial enduring powers of
attorney. Having information that is standardised across the entire country was identified as a top need .
“The way forward is clear .As recommended in our report, and by numerous inquiries going back almost 20
years, national consistency in legislation is the first step to both reducing confusion and creating a coherent
national approach that fills the knowledge gaps,” Mr Fitzgerald said.
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Education is what you get from reading the fine print. Experience is what you get from not reading it!

The human body is an interesting phenomenon. A pat on the back can result in a swollen head!
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Branch Diary
Guest speakers

21st, Oct. Bangers and Mash (entertainment)

18th, Nov. Christmas Lunch -- Windsor Hotel

20th Ian. Martin Paech (Vocalist, musical Afternoon)

Modbury NSA is sponsored by the Modbury Plaza Hotel

Thanks to the Office of Federal Member for Makin, Tony Zappia,in the printing of this Newsletter




Committee for 2024----- 2025

President Susan Boyle 0410500 779
Vice President Piero Fioretti 0423 784 050
Secretary Bruce Anderson 0449 574 554
Treasurer Bruce Domenz 0499 006 437
Assist. Treasurer (Membership)  Alastair Boyle

Activities Officer Rosalie Zurek 8264 9681
Guest Speakers (interim) Rosalie Zurek 0416 010 329
Welfare Ashley Todd 0447 745197

Extra Member (1)
Extra Member (2)
Extra Member (3)
Ex Officio. Public Officer

Lyn Possingham
Garry Possingham
Mary Fioretti
John Fellows

Door Eric Schubert & Mary Fioretti
Greeter Beverly Anderson
Newsletter Ray Zurek
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Modbury National Seniors meet every third Monday of the month (4t if Public Holiday) at 1.30pm
at Lutheran Homes Inc., 1217 Grand Junction Rd. Hope Valley except November and December.
Entrance fee of $5.00

Postal address: NSA Modbury, PO Box 499, St. Agnes, 5097
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We always welcome visitors and potential new members. If after 3 or 4 visits you find that
you enjoy coming to our meetings and being part of our group why not become a financial
member of National Seniors Australia? Members are able to get involved in discussing and
taking part in community issues pertaining to Senior Australians.

You can also take part in social events, hear interesting guest-speakers and meet like-
minded members at other branches. Most importantly members can ensure that their
voice is heard on issues affecting the over 6 mill. Australians over 50!

Only financial members are covered by NSA Insurance on outings! Financial members will
also be given preference when there is a limit on numbers e.g. Christmas Lunch, Bus trips
etc

joint single

lyear membership $49.50 $80
2 year $88 $143
3 year $120 $180
5 year $220 $325

Enrolment forms can be found on activities Table or from Treasurer. M/fees can be paid by
phone. No Credit card surcharge applies!

Riddle: I go around in circles, but always straight ahead. | never complain, no matter where I'm
led. What am I?

Forthcoming events for 2024---25

Monday 18t NOv. Christmas Lunch, Windsor Hotel 410 N.E Road Windsor Gardens
Seniors Christmas lunch $25.90, 2 course meal with salad/vegetable bar, Raffle!!

Put your names in Outing folder to attend Outings and Please let Rosalie know if unable

October Birthdays: Gisela Hayden(13), Luise Gelissen(15), Diana Wright(23),

Ethel Hagelstein(26), John Fellow(28),

Anniversaries: Ron & Raelene O’Flaherty (30),

Congratulations and Best Wishes to All !!!
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A little old lady answered a knock at the door one day, only to be confronted by a well-
dressed young man carrying a vacuum cleaner. “Good morning ,’ said the young man.

“if | could take a couple of minutes of your time. | would like to demonstrate the latest in
high-powered vacuum cleaners.’” “Shove off!” said the old lady. “l haven’t got any money’
And she proceeded to shut the door. Quick as a flash the young man wedged his foot in
the door and pushed it wide open. “Don’t be too hasty!’ he said. “Not until you have at
least seen my demonstration.” And with that he emptied a bucket of horse poo all over
her hallway carpet. “If this vacuum doesn’t remove all traces of this horse manure from
your carpet, madam, | will personally eat the remainder!Well,” she said, | hope
you’veaflamin’ good appetite, because the electricity was cut off this morning!’

| suffer fromm ADCD:

Attention Deficit Cleaning Disorder.
It's where you start to clean
one thing, but get distracted
Dy another thing that needs
cleaning. That causes you
to bounce from one job
to another only to end up
dong a lot of work with
nothing to show for it!

The Doctor asked her “Has there been any insanity in your family ?’
“Yes, Doc she said. “My husband thinks he’s the boss!’



