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first up

executive diary

What a difference a year makes.

The message in March and April
2014 was negative that ‘these old
people’ would be an increasing
drain on future generations.

Fast forward to 2015 and the
Intergenerational Report (IGR)
has highlighted the importance

of retaining Australians in the
workplace in the decades ahead
—or as the pundits described it
“Joe’s grey army’ — and voila ‘the
old people’ are part of the solution.

At the same time, and with

no coincidence, research

commissioned by National Seniors
revealed that the economic and social
contribution of mature age Australians is
$65.7 billion or about one sixth of current
total Commonwealth expenditure.

Whilst a positive attitude to ageing is
welcome, the IGR also paints a picture of
a very different population in the future.

What has continually focussed my
attention in the debate is the simple
statistic of the number of people of
workforce age (15-64 year olds) falling
from 7.3 in 1975 to 4.5 in 2015 to a
projected 2.7 in 2055.

The number of worker bees is reducing!

It is hard to imagine what the workplace
of 2050 will look like. No doubt the
driverless car, so often used as an
indicator, will have shifted into top gear
by then. Perhaps the extraordinary
pulse-less artificial heart which has been
revealed recently, is a further example
of what lies ahead.

Change, and our adaption to it, is
highlighted in two familiar areas.

Best described as ‘the cheque is less and
less in the mail’, we have seen drastic
reductions in both postal mail and the
usage of cheques.

Australians are sending one billion fewer
letters per year than they were in 2008.
The use of cheques in December 2002
and 2014 shows a 71%drop. Indeed cash
is also on the decline with an almost 5%
reduction in ATM withdrawals in 2014.

Change is nothing but ever constant and
we have survived the introduction of new
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Michael O’Neill

communication and
banking trends.
Indeed in many
ways we have
prospered.

Inevitably the
debate leads us to
the federal budget
and the annual

- round of speculation

and proposals.
CEO National It is in the interests
Seniors

of all generations —
current and future,
learning, working,
caring and retired —
for the nation’s finances to be sustainable
and able to withstand the demographic
changes, the needs of our people and

the inevitable economic shocks and
downturns.

Equally central is the need to recognise
the kind of society we celebrate but are
cautious about investing in, one that has
an appropriate safety net that enables
people to live with dignity, at whatever
age or stage of life.

This is best achieved by increasing
productivity (including Joe’s army),
ensuring employment for all ages,
embracing new technology, encouraging
migration (as we have for over a century)
and investing in the infrastructure and
regulatory needs of the nation.

Enabling the productivity and investment
to occur will require leadership

and discipline around revenue and
expenditure by governments at all levels.

Inevitably there will be changes to the
taxation, retirement and welfare systems.
Fairness will be a catchcry — however
defined.

The nation’s finances must be sustainable
and reflect the environment of the time.

Debate of these changes needs to be
open of mind and spirit and respectful.
It must involve all parts of society.
Ultimately it is not about today or
tomorrow but about decades ahead
and the legacy we leave to those 2.7
worker bees we expect to be carrying
the heavy load.

Michael O’Neill
Chief Executive

Treasurer Joe Hockey, National Seniors CEO Michael
O’Neill and Age Discrimination Commissioner Susan Ryan

The Older Worker
Business Case

e Safeguarding against skills
shortages

e (Gaining strategic advantage
over competitors

¢ Enhancing brand as an
employer of choice

¢ Responding to a diverse
customer base and ensuring
diverse perspectives

¢ Tapping into the networks,
experience and corporate
knowledge

¢ Providing mentoring
opportunities for younger
workers

¢ Reducing costs due to
absenteeism



National Seniors has launched a
practical resource for businesses
committed to employing older
workers. Sarah Saunders
reports.

The National Seniors Age
Management Toolkit, a
practical manual that takes
employers through the step-
by-step process of retaining
and recruiting older workers,
was launched by Treasurer Joe
Hockey at a Bunnings store in
Sydney in February.

Speaking at the launch, Mr
Hockey said that Australia’s
increasing longevity was
something to celebrate, and
complimented Bunnings on
the fact that a quarter of its
workforce is aged 50 plus.

“Their very public embrace

of a diverse workforce sends

a message to every other
employer that if you think about
removing age discrimination,
you can be extremely
profitable,” he said.

National Seniors chief executive
Michael O’Neill agreed.

“Astute employers already know
that older workers can bring
vital experience and skills to
their business, enhance their
reputation and boost their
bottom line,” he said.

Store operations director
Michael Schneider pointed
out that Bunnings employees
spanned six generations,
providing learning and
mentoring opportunities for
everyone.

“Employing older workers is

a deliberate strategy which
helps us all benefit from the
wisdom and character that

life experience brings and this
delivers a win for customers and
a win for everyone in our team”.

Treasurer launches older worker toolkit

The launch coincided with

the release, in early March,

of the highly anticipated fourth
Intergenerational Report
which modelled the impact

of demographic change on
productivity.

“With the capacity for older
Australians to positively
contribute to GDP, the Toolkit

is an essential and very
practical resource for our time,”
said O’Neill.

Australian Human Rights
Commission research suggests
that just a five per cent increase
in paid employment of people
aged 55-plus would add $48
billion to the economy per
annum.

Long term unemployment
rates amongst the over-50s
are consistently higher than
other age groups. While
gradually improving, workforce
participation rates amongst
Australians aged 55 and over
are still lower than in countries
like New Zealand and Sweden.

Bunnings worker Tony
Mepperson, 78, confirmed
this in an interview with SBS.
“People over 50 really do find
it hard because somehow
that’s the age you’re no longer
required,” he said.

The launch was attended

by Age Discrimination
Commissioner Susan Ryan;
Law Reform Commission
President Rosalind Croucher;
academics; business
representatives; and National
Seniors members.

The Age Management
Toolkit was written by Dr
Ruth Williams of the National
Seniors Productive Ageing
Centre. Access it at www.
nationalseniors.com.au/amt
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Mature age workers can make businesses profitable, says Mr Hockey
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cover story

HOMECOMING

War correspondent

Peter Greste’s harrowing

400 days in, and

subsequent release
from, an Egyptian jail

has been beamed
across the globe.
But the story of his

parents, Juris and Lois,
and their unwavering

strength and belief,

remains largely untold.
Casey-Ann Seaniger
spoke to them in their

Brisbane home.
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Juris and Lois Greste are used to seeing
their son fly into war zones when everyone
else is begging to get the hell out.

What they are not yet used to is the dull
ache every time Peter heads off on another
assignment.

Their son’s life has been dedicated to telling
stories. Four years after starting at the BBC
in London, Peter was posted to Kabul to
cover the emergence of the Taliban, and later,
the start of the post 9/11 war. A Peabody
Award-winning foreign
correspondent, Peter has
been covering wars and
conflict in Africa and the
Middle East since 1991.

December 2013 was

no different. Peter had
jetted off to Cairo, Egypt
to report on the Arab
Spring uprising. It was a
politically tense time as
ordinary Egyptians took
to the streets holding
mass demonstrations against corruption,
torture and injustice.

This was another serious assignment,
Juris and Lois thought, but no more
dangerous than his postings to Iraq,
Afghanistan, Sudan and Somalia. Peter
had survived a sniper attack in Mogadishu
and hotel bombings in Baghdad and Kabul.

On 29 December 2013, these thoughts were
far from their mind as they holidayed at their

We were all in tears,
just seeing him
behind bars and

in navy blue as a
convicted criminal

Family Affair Dad Juris, brother Andrew and Mum Lois
wait for Peter Greste (pictured in TV screen to right) to return

bush cottage outside Laidley in southern
Queensland. Reflecting on their 52 years of
marriage, they talked about how proud they
were of their three sons — Peter; Andrew, a
cotton farmer; and Mike who works with the
police force — and how they wanted to spend
more time with their five grandchildren.

They were enjoying winding down; Lois

was in a choir, learning to play the piano

and volunteering with asylum seekers and

refugees, while Juris OAM, an architect and

urban designer, was keeping busy reading
and writing.

Then they received the
news that Peter and his two
Al Jazeera news colleagues,
Egyptian Canadian bureau
chief, Mohamed Fahmy,
and Egyptian producer,
Baher Mohamed, had been
arrested in their hotel room
on allegations that they
were spreading false news
and aiding the terrorist
organisation, the Muslim Brotherhood.

Over the next few months, the trial was
heard and the prosecutor found no false
stories or distorted reporting. On the day of
the verdict, 23 June 2014, the mood in Juris
and Lois’s brick townhouse on Brisbane’s
Southside was jovial and upbeat.

“We had the fridge full of champagne,”
Lois recalls, feeling supremely confident.
“It was all sort of excitement plus! We fully
expected to be having a party that night.”



Hovering around the computer in their
upstairs’ study, the couple and their
family would learn the verdict via Twitter.
The verdict was guilty, with seven years
in prison.

“Every second of every day we really believed
Peter would be let out. We fully expected to
see him walk out that night,” Lois says.

Instead of popping the champagne, their
minds turned to visiting their jailed
journalist son behind bars in one hellish
place — Egypt’s Tora prison.

“It’s depressing, run-down, dirty, dusty and
in the desert,” Lois describes. “You drive

a couple of kilometres long and there are
turrets where guards point down at you
with their rifles and huge tanks.

“We couldn’t speak English there. It was a
completely alien, foreign experience in every
sense, culturally and physically. The women
are in one line and the men in another but

I stood in the men’s group. Then you wait.
And you wait.”

Meanwhile a worldwide campaign
demanding justice for the Al Jazeera
journalists was spreading across the
globe, and, finally, in February 2015 after
more than 400 days in prison, Egyptian
authorities announced Peter would be
deported back to Australia while his
colleagues still await their fate.

Almost six weeks on, I'm sitting in the
couple’s home, the soothing sounds of
classical music play in the background,
but their lightly-spoken voices and tired,
almost bruised eyes tell a different story.

“Life is always a risk. You can’t put people
in glass cages,” Lois says, her breath drawn-
out and weak.

We talk about the risks journalists take

in their efforts to wake people up to the
realities of the world and discuss how when
journalists are attacked, the truth dies.

It is this very cause that Juris now finds
himself in: seeking answers to why and
how this happened to their son.

What was Peter like as a child?

Lois: He was very inquisitive, a creative
little boy, and adventurous. All the traits he
probably still has today. He was very aware
of other children and of being fair and just.
He never liked violence or aggression.

What is Peter’s legal status now?

Lois: Peter’s legal status is confused and
unclear. His lawyers say he needs to be very
cautious about his travel as it is not entirely
clear what it might mean if he landed in a
country that has an extradition treaty with
Egypt. He remains a named defendant and
could still find himself with a conviction.

d

Lois and Juris Greste at their home in Brisbane’s southside

What do you remember of your first visit to
Tora prison?

Lois: That was probably one of the most
horrific days. There was a huge amount of
tears. We were all in tears, just seeing him
behind bars and in navy blue as a convicted
criminal.

Juris: To me the bigger impression was
the whole experience of visiting the prison.
Going through the prison security, the
environment, and setting
of this high security
prison, this mighty
fortress. That churned
me up more than the
relatively momentary
experience of seeing Peter
in the flesh and seeing he
was OK. Never having
visited anybody in prison, I found it a
wrenching experience.

Those 400 days Peter was in jail - how did
you cope day-to-day?

Juris: It is something that takes over your
whole life. Everything else stops, obviously
you need to eat and sleep but even eating
became a struggle. It’s relentless and

a never ending pressure that’s at the

back of your mind. You learn to live with
everything.

This wasn’t the biggest scare you’d had
with Peter though, was it?

Lois: No, but it was one of the biggest.
The other one was when Kate Peyton was
killed in Somalia and Peter was with her.
Kate was Peter’s producer and they had
gone out on a story and this was when
Somalia was in a pretty bad situation.

We turned on the radio news as we did
every morning and we heard a BBC
journalist had been killed in Mogadishu.
No name. We knew it could only be Peter
or Kate. Juris just kept repeating ‘it’s not
Peter, it’s not Peter’. It was a sniper bullet
that got her in the back. She got hit, he
didn’t. They were coming out of their hotel
in Mogadishu. Peter did first aid on the
spot, but four hours later she died.

We live with it if he
decides to go to a
war zone again

You received an enormous outpouring of
support from people knitting scarves and
writing letters. During that time, how much
did it mean to you?

Lois: Oh, it hugely mattered. We know

it hugely mattered to Peter too because
when he had down days he would go to
those letters and he knew he was being
supported outside. This helped him come
out of the despair.

Juris: In any difficult situation it is of
tremendous help to know that you are not
alone, no matter what it is. The concept

of doing your journalistic job is something
thousands of people felt worth upholding
made us feel that it’s worth fighting on and
it made Peter worth fighting on.

Was freedom of the press something you felt
strongly about before Peter’s incarceration or
is the cause more important now?

Juris: I don’t want anyone to have an
experience like what we’ve had but it takes
an experience like this to come to grips with
how important freedom of the press is. You
see, when everybody
spins everything, being
able to go to some source
where there is a greater
objectivity becomes more
important every day: the
right to know what is
really happening.

Is everything still raw or
have you begun moving on?
Lois: I think we are moving on. I don’t know
if we'll ever be quite the same.

Juris: The reality is that while Peter’s life
is in a stage of transition, so too is ours.
The thing is, our lives will never be the
same as they were 14 months ago... but
I've already let some things go.

And is that letting go because part of

you knows that Peter may go back to a

war zone?

Juris: Look, once a parent, always a
parent. You're always worrying. But we

do believe everybody has to make their
own decisions. The most important thing
in life is that you choose what you want

to do and enjoy it. It’s not even a parent’s
right to persuade them otherwise. We have
never tried to put any obstacles in their way.
We live with it if he decides to go to a war
zone again.

From all of this, what you have learnt about
life, yourselves and the human spirit?
Juris: The human spirit is infinitely
adaptable; resilience is something

we don’t realise until it’s tested.

And also, life is very unfair and unjust.
Very, very unfair. ll
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Welcome to our first travel advertising

feature. Each edition we’ll be putting S e aS O ﬂ a| tra\/e |
together the hottest releases with exclusive
discounts for members to ensure your !
holiday budget goes that little bit further. S e | e Ctl O n S fo r
We hope this selection of destinations will
help inspire your next trip/
We often forget the wonderful travel experiences we have on m e m b e rS
our doorstep, and with plenty of great offers available to some of
Australia and New Zealand’s most magnificent destinations there

, . . : 4
has never been a better time to go exploring. Rail, cruise and :
coach travel or a combination of these is becoming more and AUSt ral lan Open
more popular as it provides the opportunity to see places from 2016 at 2015 prices
the inside out. Departs: 26 Jan 2016
If you’re looking for somewhere further away, one of the best ways Members from: $2,550* pp twin
to see Europe is to travel on an intimate river cruise right through share, airfares included
the heart of towns and cities. Everything is taken care of along Members save: $200 pp

the way and you can unpack once, sit back, relax and take in
the scenery. Now is the perfect time to book with exclusive last
minute deals available for 2015 and early bird deals out for 2016.
Make sure you get in quickly as places are extremely limited.

Get the perfect balance of
touring and leisure on this 6 day
Melbourne program including
airfares and reserved seating

Don't forget, National Seniors Travel is a fully licensed travel agency in Rod Laver Arena for the
so we can help plan all of your requirements. We know the value of Australian Open.
good service and provide the kind of care and attention that really *Airfare departs Brisbane. Other cities

available. For full terms and conditions

stands out. Our consultants are seasoned travel professionals, vt nationaiseniorsiravelcom au

with 160 years of knowledge and experience between them.
Get in touch to find out how we can save you more.

cnayaioons  N@tional Seniors
Travel Manager, National Seniors Travel

Call National Seniors Travel on 1300 88 37 50, email travel@nationalseniors.com.au or visit nationalseniorstravel.com.au 41



Great value
Auswalian
holidays

for the mature traveller

For 12 years Seniors Coach Tours have
been operating all-inclusive coach
holidays across Australia specifically
designed for the mature age traveller.
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‘ ‘ . . . ‘ . Main image: Whale watching, Exmouth WA
Seniors Coach Tours aim to make your next holiday  accommodation, the attractions listed in your Top: View from Natures Window, Kalbarri WA

your best holiday yet: enjoyable, memorable and itinerary, most meals, lunches and moming or Insert left: Wildflowers, Kalbarri WA

hassle free. Passengers enjoy travelling with others  afternoon teas. Insert centre: On tour at Kata Tjuta (“The Olgas”)
of similar age and interests, love our fascinating Insert right: Boarding the coach in Uluru

country and its superb scenic and historic
attractions and appreciate exceptional hospitality. with travel insurance for passengers under the age Top picks for 2015

of 90 included in your fare. While some conditions Receive an exclusive member
apply this is a huge saving on the normal cost of discount on all Seniors Coach
travel insurance for the vast majority of travellers. Tours bookings!

They offer added peace of mind for your holiday

To ensure you can relax on your holiday, the tours
depart at a reasonable time every day. They have
a rule that there can be no cases out before

breakfast at 7am and normally arrive at the day's ~ Their luxury Volvo 5 star coaches feature the latest e 17 Day WA Extravaganza

destination between 4 and 5pm after enjoying a in comfort, technology and safety with 2 doors for Departs 23 Aug 2015
range of attractions along the way. The tours also

include 2 or 3 night stopovers, with ample time to
explore country towns, surrounding areas and the
variety of wonderful natural attractions for which
Australia is famous.

entry and exit and kneeling suspension to lower the e 15 Day WA Southern Wildflowers
front of the coach to the kerbside for easy access. Departs 11 Sep 2015

They are equipped to ensure passenger comfort e 11 Day Kimberley

with spacious leg room, armchairs, reclining Departs 30 Jul, 13 Aug 2015
seats with foot rests, individual module audio, air e 6 Day Uluru and Kings Canyon
conditioning and lights, on-board toilet, panoramic Departs 3 Sep 2015
windows with curtains and overhead storage.

Plus, the friendly and experienced two person crew

As well as "“move along” holidays Seniors Coach
Tours also offer “stay put holidays” with one stop
multi-night accommodation and daily touring.

And, you can rest assured that their fares are will look after you throughout your trip.
‘inclusive” which means no unexpected extras. . .
The fare includes coach travel, retum airfares Request a free brochure today filled with

from your home state, comfortable 3 to 4 star holiday inspiration for 2015 and beyond. COACH TOURS !

Call National Seniors Travel on 1300 88 37 50, email travel@nationalseniors.com.au or visit nationalseniorstravel.com.au 43
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19 DAY ULTIMATE RAIL, CRUISE, COACH

4 rail journeys & 5 cruises

Members from: $7,795* pp twin share
Airfares included, premium accommodation.

Departs: Sep 2015 — May 2016

16 DAY ULTIMATE EXPLORER
Best of the North & South Islands

Members from: $6,297* pp twin share

Airfares included, premium accommodation.

Departs: Sep 2015 — May 2016

| SAVE %

11 DAY ULTIMATE SOLO
TRAVELLERS TOUR

Guaranteed single room

Members from: $6,278* pp twin share
Airfares included, guaranteed single room.

Departs: 30 Dec 2015

SAVE
$307pp

10 10 19 Day New Zealand
Ultimate Small Group Tours

MEMBERS PRICE

From $4,367* pp, twin share

DEPARTS
Multiple guaranteed departures

Experience business class on wheels

The beauty of travelling aboard the Ultimate
Coach in a small group is that every aspect
of your holiday is personal. Be treated as a
VIP and enjoy a number of exclusive extras.

Maximum of only 20 travellers

Two brand new Ultimate Coaches have
been purpose built featuring 20 luxury
leather seats, panoramic viewing and a
level of comfort unparalleled by any other
vehicle. The design is state of the art,
complete with extensive onboard features
including the latest finishes and technology.

Six all inclusive tour options

Includes airfares, taxes, premium
accommodation, most meals, sightseeing
and attractions.

Additional bonus offers*

Receive a NZ Eyewitness Travel Guide per
household booking and an extra $250 per
person discount for selected Ultimate tours
departing in September or May.

@ GRAND PACIFIC TOURS
¥
Fd

-t
i

*Conditions apply. Main price based on 10 Day Ultimate Tour ex SYD, MEL, BNE & OOL and includes prepaid taxes. Prices and taxes are subject to change. Members price reflects the
National Seniors 4% discount and GPT's $125 discount per person. ATravel guide is per household. $250 pp discount applies to selected Ultimate Tours departing in May & Sept only.
Value varies on other departure dates. Applies to new bookings until 31 May 2015. For full terms and conditions visit nationalseniorstravel.com.au

Call National Seniors Travel on 1300 88 37 50, email travel@nationalseniors.com.au or visit nationalseniorstravel.com.au
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8 DAY PERTH AND ll\/‘IAF%GARET R\/ER (PERTH SYDNEY)
Fly free* when you book any all-inclusive Gold Service holiday package aboard the Indian Pacific FLIGHTS*

Visit Perth and the Margaret River Wine region. Take on vast Nullabor as you head for Adelaide, the ‘City of
Churches’ and the ‘Silver City’ of Broken Hill before a climb through the Blue Mountains to Sydney. V

This package includes FREE flights from Brisbane to Perth and from Sydney to Brisbane, 3 nights aboard the
Indian Pacific, 3 nights accommodation in Perth, a half day tour of Perth and Fremantle with a cruise, a 2 day .
Margaret River Food Lovers Tour and a transfer from your hotel to East Perth Rail Terminal. Other itineraries Members from: $3,740™ pp twin share

available. Enquire with National Seniors Travel today! \/
*Fares based on Adult Gold Service twin share package prices including flights from Brisbane. Single and Concession prices available on request. For new bookings between 1 April 2015 and 30 June

2015 for travel from 1 June 2015. Travel must be completed by 31 January 2016. Offer subject to availability at time of booking and may not be available on the first date requested. Blackout dates I N D I A N PAC I F I c
apply for Gold Twin cabins in August & November 2015. Other blackout dates apply. For full terms and conditions visit nationalseniorstravel.com.au —

Departs: Jun 2015 - Jan 2016

Fully escorted, 4 rail journeys, 5 cruises

Experience the romance of rail travel, the majesty of cruising and the luxury of coach on this enthralling
holiday. Visit all the ‘best of attractions of the North and South Islands and be escorted by a professional tour V
guide. Highlights include 4 spectacular rail journeys including the Coastal Pacific and the world renowned
TranzAlpine. Relax on 5 scenic cruises, with an overnight cruise on the beautiful Milford Sound. This all

Departs: Multiple guaranteed departures

inclusive tour includes; airfares, taxes, superior accommodation, most meals, sightseeing and attractions. Members from: $5,491 pp twin share
Ask about our special National Seniors group departure! GRAND PACIFIC TOURS
*Conditions apply. Price valid for travel ex SYD, MEL, BNE & OOL and includes prepaid taxes. Prices and taxes subject to change without notice. Members price reflects the National Seniors

4% discount and GPT's $125 discount per person. Plus receive a NZ Eyewitness Travel Guide per household. Applies to new bookings until 31 May 2015. For full terms and conditions
visit nationalseniorstravel.com.au =

Call National Seniors Travel on 1300 88 37 50, email travel@nationalseniors.com.au or visit nationalseniorstravel.com.au 45
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SAVE
$175pp

156 DAY SPLENDOURS OF THE RHINE

AND RHONE
Fly free + free cabin upgrade”

Members from: $6,420* pp twin share
Departs: 26 Mar - 27 Aug 2016 /I 5 Day EurOpeaﬂ

[ SAVE"

Fly free + free cabin upgrade”

MEMBERS PRICE

From $5,060* pp, twin share
04 DAY EASTERN EUROPE AND DEPARTS
FUROPEAN GEMS 11 Mar - 21 Dec 2016

Fly free + free cabin upgrade*

Members from: $8,260* pp twin share Discover the’ best of Europe on
Departs: 16 Mar - 15 Oct 2016 Travelmarvel’s 15 day European Gems

cruise from Amsterdam to Budapest.
Weave right through the centre of the
SA‘, 'II'I(I; charming towns, villages and cities of
Holland, Germany, Austria, Slovakia and
Hungary on your cruise.

25 DAY ITALIAN TREASURES AND

Gems River Cruise

Early bird special
Book by 7 May 2015

Inclusions:

»
»

14 nights on a Travelmarvel River Ship

The services of a Travelmarvel

Cruise Director

Includes 41 meals - 14 breakfasts,
13 lunches and 14 dinners

Soft drink, beer and local wine during
lunch and dinner on your cruise

Explore 17 different towns, villages and
cities with an expert local guide

» Transfers, port charges and tipping

TRAVELMARVEL @

*Prices are per person (pp), twin share and include port charges. Prices are correct as at the time of print, but may fluctuate due to changes in availability, surcharges, fees, taxes or

EUROPEAN GEMS exchange rates. Prices based on EUTC15: 11 March 2016 (Cat. E), EUTCJR15: 26 March 2016 (Cat. E), EUTCRE24: 16 March 2016 (Cat. E) & EUTCRI25: 15 March 2016 (Cat. E).Prices

Fly free + free cabin upgrade*

are inclusive of the $400 pp early payment discount. Book by 7 May 2015, unless sold out prior. Offers are subject to availability, are not combinable unless otherwise stated, are
available on new bookings only and may be withdrawn at any time. Flights must be booked by Travelmarvel for airfare offers. 2016 DEPARTURE DATES — EARLY PAYMENT DISCOUNT:
Offer is applicable to tours with cruises of 15 days or longer that are paid in full 10 months prior to tours departure date. An initial deposit of $1,000 pp must be paid within 7 days of

. * :
Members from: $9,720* pp twin share making the booking. NO EARLY PAYMENT DISCOUNT: A 1t non-refundable deposit of $1,000 pp is due within 7 days of booking. 2nd deposit of $2,000 pp is due by 31 October 2015,
Departs; 15 Mar - 14 Oct 2016 Final payment due 100 days prior to departure. FLY FREE: Includes air taxes up to the value of $950 pp. Available when booking the EUTC15/EUTCR15/ EUTCJR15/ EUTCJ15 for travel

1 March to 29 April 2016 and 28 September to 31 December 2016. Available when booking EUTCRI25 / EUTCRE24 for all 2016 departure dates. Flights are in economy class with

Singapore Airlines, KLM or an airline of Travelmarvel’s choosing. For full terms and conditions visit nationalseniorstravel.com.au

Call National Seniors Travel on 1300 88 37 50, email travel@nationalseniors.com.au or visit nationalseniorstravel.com.au



NATIONAL SENIORS TRAVEL

ADVERTORIAL

15 Day Magnificent
Europe River Cruise

MEMBERS PRICE

From $5,305* pp, twin share
DEPARTS

27 Mar 2016

See the highlights of Central Europe on this
enchanting river cruise between Amsterdam
and Budapest with Avalon Waterways.
Guided sightseeing in each city shows you
the highlights and is conducted by certified
local guides.

Cruise through the scenic canals of
Amsterdam and through the dramatic
Rhine Gorge past the legendary Lorelei
rock. Spend time in magnificent Cologne,
the charming wine village of Rudesheim,

Early bird special
Book now

medieval Bamberg, historical Nuremberg,
and magical Vienna. Attend a beer
tasting in Bamberg and enjoy inside visits
of Wirzburg’s Bishop’s Residenz, the
phenomenal Benedictine Abbey in Melk,
and St. Martin’s Cathedral in Bratislava.

While on board, be sure to have your
camera ready to capture the scenic beauty,
quaint towns, fascinating architecture, and
historic buildings dotting the landscape as
you sail along. Why not complement your
tour with one of the top tours from Globus.

Book and start paying off your 2016 trip
today. Enquire now to find out more.

AVALON GLOBUS.

Every journey tells a story-

Iq.-p“l.:rr FiveE s, Ial[ur\nd |l.|;u|;n

*Price is per person, twin share based on a category E cabin. Other cabin categories are available upon request. Offer is strictly limited to National Seniors members and will be subject
to availability at the time of enquiry. Deposit is due within 7 days of making a booking. Book and deposit by 30 September 2015. Full payment is required by 14 November 2015. Globus
Tours based on 2015 prices and may change when rates are released. For full terms and conditions visit nationalseniorstravel.com.au

| 25 DAY BRITAIN & IRELAND IN DEPTH

Complete view of the British Isles

Members from: $5,730* pp twin share
Airfares additional.

Departs: Apr — Oct 2016

14 DAY THE SCANDINAVIAN
From Copenhagen to Oslo

Members from: $6,834* pp twin share
Airfares additional.

Departs: May — Aug 2016

11 DAY ITALIAN TREASURES
Rome, Florence, Venice, Lucca, Assisi & more

Members from: $2,900* pp twin share
Airfares additional.

Departs: Mar — Dec 2016

Call National Seniors Travel on 1300 88 37 50, email travel@nationalseniors.com.au or visit nationalseniorstravel.com.au



&SCENIC TOURS YOUR EXCLUSIVE
2015 EUROPE RIVER CRUISING MEMBER OFFERS

10% off your chosen Scenic

LAST M I N UTE EXC LUSIVE Tours Europe River Cruise’
M EM BER ON LY DEALS @ 0% off any cabin upgrfde

to a balcony or suite

National Seniors Australia members can book on | A $500 visa debit gift
er card for some extra
spending money

One night of
FREE accommodation,
either before or after your
Europe River Cruise

|5 day Jewels
of Europe River Cruise
from $7,425pp twin share sto)

14 day South
of France River Cruise
from $7,328"pp twin share (rrac)

Il day Gems
of the Seine River Cruise
from $8,039"pp twin share (se)

Visit nationalseniorstravel.com.au
for full list of available cruises and
departure dates.

STRICTLY
LIMITED OFFERS.
WILL SELL OUT FAST.

Contact our friendly travel team on National Seniors
1300 88 37 50 orvisit NAtionalseniorstravel.com.au

C d‘t‘ pply Pric e based on per person tw' share in AUD e; SYD/MEL/BNE/ADL/PER' cluding 10% members discount, are strictly limited, subject to availability, available on set departures until sold out and may be withdrawn at any time. For new bookings only, not
vailable in conjunction wth any other offer. Tour prices, d t and informatior subject to availability and exclusive to National Seniors Australia members. 10% off Europe River Cruise excludes port charges & taxes. A non-refundable deposit of $3,000pp is due within 7 days of
b oking. P ices based on the following 2015 dep artures: STC 24] ne Categ ry E Cabin (no b Icony) FRAC 6 July Category E Cabin (no balcony) SEI |8 May Category E Cabin (no balcony). Prices correct as of 10 March 2015. For full terms and conditions refer to Europe Luxury
River Cruises & Tours 2015/2016 Brochure. Scenic Tours ABN 85 002 715 602. Job code SNTR2217



The media has been transfixed by

the plight of the two Australians
sentenced to death by firing squad

in Indonesia for the possession, and
attempted trafficking, of heroin. The
efforts to have the Indonesian President
commute their sentence and save these
young men from facing a firing squad
have occupied news, talk-back and
commentary and hence our lounge
rooms for what seems forever! It also is
taking the time of the Foreign Minister in
particular as well as the Prime Minister.

It was similar during the trial and
incarceration period of Schapelle Corby.
| was disappointed with the amount

of media coverage this received and |
was concerned that this young woman,
convicted of drug trafficking cannabis,
would end up making a small fortune
by the sale of her story to the media.
Ill-gotten reward sticks in my craw!

The commentary from a range of
sources who have visited Andrew
Chan and Myuran Sukumaran while
inmates of Kerobokan prison indicates
they have been rehabilitated and in
fact have provided skills, support

and guidance to other inmates. This
appears to be the case being put by
the young men’s legal team and guides
the diplomacy efforts of the Australian
Government. The Government,
supported by the opposition and others,
are also endeavouring to influence

the Indonesian Government about the
futility of the death penalty.

One thing | have noted in commentary
on this case is the apparent
galvanisation of Australian opinion
against the death penalty. There are,
no doubt, those who still believe that
serious crimes should be punished by
death; but | believe time is tempering

The Indonesian Government on

the other hand is keen to stop the
rafficking of drugs through and within
their country. The numbers afflicted
by drug dependency within Indonesia
are enormous and this hideous crime
is destroying the lives of thousands
and impacting on their health and
justice system.

' -

Given the dilemma Indonesiais
experiencing with the curse of drugs,
it is little wonder that President Joko ’ ¥
Widodo is unwilling to deny clemency to
any person convicted ch drug trafficking.
It must be said he has ‘maintained

consistency in his appllcatlon of the
law of his country when the same fate /
as hangs over the two'Australlans ; -"

»

. Uamt"
for having on their person more vl

than 8 kilograms of heroin, also ~
hangs over another man from Ghana
for the possession of 50 grams of the
same drug.

This case is testing the diplomacy

skills of our Government. They must
respect th?sovereign right of Indonesia
to enforce the laws of their country,
while at the same time endeavouring to
influence Ind(mWopos Australia’s
viewpoint of the 'death penalty.

Currently the rewards for traffickers
Wale} don’f'f;emm are too great
and hence people take the risk in an
endeavour tmthem It is absolute
stupidity and"z'a'irtﬁvellers are given
ample warning g in their travel documents
that the trafflcklﬁof |IIegaI substances
could result in the death penalty.

It also lacks armorality as their
actions impact negatively on the
lives of hundreds, if not thousands [
of others, including' their loved ones. |

of these young men who will have to I|ve
with the consequences arising from their

stupidity or desire te get rich quickly. -
The ‘Bali 9’ story Labs occupied our
airwaves now since April 2005 — ()
exactly 10 years. Let’ s hope, whatever
the outcome, the loved ones of the - : v " |
young men reach peac':e that others -
contemplating similar'acts learn from r%
this incident; that Governments are -_: b
guided in the development of policy " d
and legislation, concentrating on

grassroots reasons for this trade rather

than dealing with the consequences

of it; and relationships with our nearest
neighbour are protected through

thoughtful diplomacy.

David Carvosso

Chairman
National Seniors Australia
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